
[A bright note of thanks to Covid-19! Many older US 
inmates in are being denied such release despite proof 
that prisons are a fertile breeding ground for 
coronavirus and are not equipped or funded to provide 
prisoners adequate medical care. Leonard is 74, Clyde 
65. 

See our origional coverage here: “US Censors LSD 
Trial, Double Life Sentence Without Parole”, March 22, 
2015 https://lsdpows.wordpress.com/2015/03/22/us-
censors-lsd-trial-double-life-sentence-without-parole/. 

We extend every good wish to Leonard & Clyde. 
FREEDOM is priceless!

Buy Leonard’s book so he can make a new life. The 
Rose of Paracelsus: On Secrets and Sacraments, 
Société Anonyme/Sub Rosa Press, 2015. Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/Rose-Paracelsus-Secrets-
Sacraments/dp/0692509003] 
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Psymposia: July 24, 2020

https://www.psymposia.com/magazine/william-
leonard-pickard-lsd/

Neşe Devenot, David Nickles, and Brian Normand 
contributed to this story.

Update: (July 27, 2020 / 9:41PM) A source has 
informed Psymposia that William Leonard Pickard was 
officially released from prison today, July 27, at 3PM 
PST. Pickard will be free from prison, but will be under 
supervised release for the next five years.

____

(July 25, 2020 / 12:38AM) On July 24, 2020, a 
Memorandum and Order was filed in the United States 
District Court of Kansas, in the case of United States of 
American [sic] vs. William Leonard Pickard. This 
Memorandum and Order states that Pickard’s motion 
for compassionate release is granted. 

The decision comes after Pickard spent 20 years in 
prison for conspiracy to manufacture, distribute, and 
dispense LSD. Pickard and his partner, Clyde 
Apperson, were arrested in 2000 while moving what 
was alleged to be their LSD laboratory across Kansas, 
and they were convicted in 2003. Pickard was given 
two life sentences and Apperson was sentenced to 30 
years of imprisonment without the possibility of parole. 

Mike Dupler, a friend of Pickard, told Psymposia that 
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“[Apperson’s] early release has been approved by the 
court and [he] is currently at a pre-release or half way 
house pending full release.”

A petition for “Request for Modifying the Conditions or 
Term of Supervision with Consent of the Offender” was 
filed in the United States District Court for the District 
of Kansas on behalf of Clyde Apperson on June 4, 
2020. The petition allows Apperson to be released from 
prison to home confinement in advance of his scheduled 
release date of October 11, 2028. The petition states 
that Apperson is proposing to release to the District of 
Oregon to reside with his sister and brother-in-law. 
According to the Bureau of Prison’s (BOP’s) database, 
Apperson is currently located at Residential Reentry 
Management Seattle pending release to home 
confinement. A representative of RRM Seattle told 
Psymposia that Apperson’s assigned facility is RRM 
Seattle, however that is not his physical location. The 
representative explained that they cannot release 
Apperson’s actual location publicly at this time.

At Pickard’s sentencing DEA Special Agent in Charge 
William J. Renton, Jr. stated, “The proof of the 
significance of these prosecutions and convictions lies 
in the fact that LSD availability in the United States 
was reduced by 95% in the two years following their 
arrest.” At the 2008 World Psychedelic Forum, writer 
Jon Hanna—presenting on behalf of Pickard—
questioned the DEA’s claims. 

While in prison, Pickard wrote and published The Rose 
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of Paracelsus: On Secrets and Sacraments, which is 
widely regarded as a masterpiece of psychedelic 
literature.

[More commentary at presstime:

https://www.lucid.news/lsd-chemist-and-psychedelic-
icon-william-leonard-pickard-to-be-released-from-
prison/
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